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XVII. —Notes on the Birds of Cashmere and the Dras District. 
By Licut. W. Winrrip Corpeaux (Queen’s Bays). 


In forwarding these rough notes to ‘The Ibis,’ I must apolo- 
gize for their many shortcomings, pleading, as some extenu- 
ation, that I am only a young beginner in ornithology, and 
that previous to my visit to Cashmere, in the summer of 
1887, I had but little acquaintance with the avifauna of the 
country, except such information as I had been able to gather 
from Jerdon’s ‘ Birds of India’ and the ‘Wanderings of a 
Naturalist’? by Leith-Adams. It is therefore more than 
probable that many of my facts have already been recorded 
by the able ornithologists who have visited these districts. 
My journal was originally seut to my father, Mr. John 
Cordeaux, along with a small collection of about sixty skins 
and eggs, representing the majority of the species which are 
mentioned by me. 

During the latter part of April to the second weck in July 
1887, I spent my leave in the valley of Cashmere and the 
Dras district. After a rapid journey up the Jhelum valley, 
Tarrived at Baramoula, where the Jhelum leaves the valley 
and rushes down the rocky gorge to Rampur. The road is 
carried along the hill-side, while the river roars and thunders 
hundreds of feet below, and you look down upon it over the 
tree-tops and across dense thickets of flowering shrubs, 
azaleas and rhododendrons. Far above tower the great snow- 
peaks, dazzling white in the tropic sun; so calm and unchang- 
ing that I do not wonder the old Hindoos and Greeks made 
them the home of the gods. In some places we passed 
through masses of hawthorn, now in full bloom; and the 
swect scent of the may-blossom recalled thoughts of the old 
country, and those great hawthorns, all covered with grey 
lichen, which I had last seen in the east-coast districts of 
Lincolnshire. 

At Rampur I took a boat for Srinagar, and in coasting 
up the Woolar lake I noticed large flocks of Starlings (Sturnus 
wunicolor=S8. nitens, Lume.—J. C.), together with Rooks and 
Daws, feeding in the meadows near the lake, but did not see 
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any of the Common Starling, as mentioned by Leith-Adams. 
On the water were several flocks of the White-eyed Duck 
(Fuligula nyroca), also some Teal, but most of the Ducks 
have now flown northward to breed. The lake is very shal- 
low and dotted with green islands, on which are small home- 
steads with lean cattle and sorry-looking horses grazing 
about. Tall poplars stud the landscape, and many pear-trees, 
now in bloom. The scenery reminded me of Holland and 
Denmark; only that huge snow-clad mountains bound the 
view, to which the shores of the lake gradually slope up. 
During the passage on the lake I saw a solitary Brown-headed 
Gull; and a Wagtail with a brilliant yellow breast, which I 
made out to be Motacilla melanope. I also noticed a Bald- 
headed Eagle, and that very beautiful Magpie, Urocissa 
flavirostris, 

On the 22nd of April I began the march up the Scind 
valley, seeing very few birds on the way. At Sonamurg, two 
marches from the Zogila pass, I saw several White-capped 
Redstarts (Ruticilla leucocephala), also flocks of the Cinnamon- 
headed Sparrow (Passer cinnamomeus). At the foot of the 
pass were some Choughs (Fregilus himalayanus); also several 
pair of Corvus culminatus, which flew down and settled on the 
stones round the camp, on the look-out for any thing they 
could get. 

April 25th. Crossed the pass in a heavy snow-storm; at 
the summit my servant caught a Quail (Coturnix communis) 
quite exhausted. Flocks of the Snow Pigeon (Columba leu- 
conota) were feeding on the patches of vegetation from which 
the snow had melted. Camped at Mataiun, a group of filthy 
hovels on the Dras river. Amongst the birds scen were the 
Himalayan Chough, Snow Pigeon, Rock Thrush, and several 
Partridges (Caccabis chukar), a brace of which I shot. 

April 26th. Marched from Mataiun to Dras, where there 
is a small fort with a Sikh garrison. It is a wild-looking 
land: a great pass, with a river, half-choked with big boulders, 
rushing through it; around are lofty snow-clad mountains, 
and here and there on the lower hills in the foreground some 
flat-roofed Tartar houses, with a few half-starved cattle and 
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ragged ponies. Shot a pair of Rock Pigeons (Columba inter- 
media); did not, however, sec any C. rupestris, mentioned by 
Leith-Adams as occurring here. Saw a Magpie just before 
arriving at the small fort of Dras, and aftcr this saw several ; 
they are very tame and bold, and would allow a person to 
approach within a few yards. I failed to see any difference 
between them and our English Magpies. 

Halted two days at Dras, and then marched forward to 
Jashgaur. On the road were a pair of Ravens; I got quite 
close to them, and from their large high-ridged beak and 
size should say they were the Thibet Raven (Corvus tibet- 
anus*) ; they were certainly larger than the Ravens we see 
in the Punjab, two or three pairs of which nest in the wood 
at the bottom of the cavalry “ maidan ” at Umballah, where I 
have taken their eggs. 

May lst. Arrived at a nullah about three miles from 
Jashgaur, where I had the camp pitched on a flat piece of 
ground among the rocks just above the river. The banks 
of the Dras river are here covered in places with stunted 
willows and a few juniper. While exploring the hills above 
the camp saw several Snow Pheasants (Tetraogallus hima- 
layensis). Their flight is very strong and fast, like that of 
an old cock Grouse. The native name is “ Ram Chicore.” 

In the vicinity of the camp I noticed a pair of the Blue- 
throated Warblers (Cyanecula leucocyanea), with a white spot 
on the centre of the throat; while sitting in the tent I had a 
very close view of one, as the bird came within a few yards. 
T often saw them, and no doubt they were going to breed 
there +. 


* [Corvus tibetanus, Hodgs., is regarded as scarcely separable from 
C. corax, L. (Ibis, 1870, p. 141).—J. C.] 

+ [In a subsequent letter my son says he is quite certain as to the 
species. Five examples, all males, shot in April and May at Yarkand 
by Mr. Scully, all belonged to the red-throated race (‘Stray Feathers,’ 
vol. iv. 1876, p. 105), and Mr. Seebohm, in his ‘ British Birds,’ p. 274, 
remarks, “ I have never seen an Asiatic skin, and doubt its occurrence 
in Asia.”—J. C.] 

[Mr. Seebohm has a specimen of a male of C. suecica, obtained at 
Moscow on May 2nd; aid unless carefully examined, in the hand, any- 
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I frequently saw Dippers [probably Cinclus cashmiriensis, 
Gould.—J. C.] of a very dark grey, almost black, which 
were constantly dashing into the water, remaining beneath 
several seconds. They usually chose some back eddy 
behind a large stone. Several pairs of Choughs (Pyrrho- 
corax alpinus) were to be seen with the glass amongst the 
hills; and I once watched a pair for about an hour busily 
employed in picking ticks from a large ibex which was 
lying stretched out on a rock in the sun. During the first 
fortnight in May I was gencrally out each day on the moun- 
tains at a great elevation, and clambering over the most 
precipitous ground after ibex. On one day, after a most 
fatiguing stalk, my shikary at last gave me an awkward shot 
down hill at 300 yards. The ball went between the creature’s 
legs, and the beast shuffled off up hill, like a huge shambling 
goat. 

On one occasion I saw a musk-decr, which jumped up 
close to me, and might easily have been shot, had it not 
been for the risk of alarming any ibex within hearing on the 
mountain. 

On the 12th I left Jashgaur for Cashmere and the lower 
country, being at that time completely prostrated with 
“height sickness,” induced by the extreme rarity of the air 
of those high altitudes. During the march back I was far 
too ill to observe anything, and, when not on the march, 
I was obliged to remain inside the tent. When in the Zogila 
pass I noticed a Cuckoo seated on a boulder, but was not able 
to get a very near view. 

May 19th. During the last march through the Scind 
valley noticed large flocks of the European Bee-eater (Merops 
apiaster), one of which I procured. 

May 20th. When crossing the lake again, the reed-beds 


one would say that it was an example of the White-spotted Bluethroat. 
Nevertheless, on inspecting the white gorget, and especially on raising 
the feathers, chestnut-coloured streaks down the shafts are plainly visible, 
and that colour is evidently being assumed, although at a distance of two 
fect the keenest eye could not detect it.—H. SAUNDERS. ] 
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swarmed with Acrocephalus brunnescens, their loud harsh 
note being heard everywhere. I found the nest attached to 
recds and constructed of dry grasses, but without eggs. 

May 29th. Shot a young male Paradise Flycatcher (Tehi- 
trea paradisea) in chestnut plumage, having the long tail. 
Tam cucamped in an old park of gigantic plane trees, from 
250 to 300 years old, said to have been planted by Akbar 
Khan. The place swarms with Daws and Sturnus unicolor. 
The Golden Oriole is common, but it is hard to see him, as 
he is a very wary and shy bird. 

June lst. Shot a pair of Lanius erythronotus; also a 
female of Oriolus kundoo, and took the nest of the latter, con- 
taining one egg, of a pale rosy-white colour, with a few black 
spots. The nest was built of dry grass, and hung suspended 
froma willow-bough over the water. 

June 3rd. Shot Geocichla unicolor, a male. This bird is 
found all over the valley, and has a very pleasing note, not 
unlike that of the English Thrush; also obtained Budytes 
calcaratus, Wodgs., a fine male, and a young Tchitrea para- 
disea, in what appears the first year’s plumage. 

June 5th. Gota male Pheasant-tailed Jacana (Hydropha- 
sianus chirurgus) ; later on I took the eggs, pyriform in shape 
and of a finedark brouze-colour; the nest was made on one 
of the large beds of floating weed with which the lake is 
more or less covered. 

June 6th. Saw a pair of Wrynecks, one of which, the male, 
was procured ; also three White-cheeked Bulbuls (Otocompsa 
leucogenys) and two Grebes, both males (Podiceps philip- 
pensis*}, I found the nest of the latter, with one egg, of a 
dirty green colour, The nest was a mere mass of decay- 
ing weeds, resting on a large lily-leaf and attached to some 
rushes. There was a great deal of heat in the nest from the 
decaying weeds, the egg itself being completely hidden by 
weeds and almost under water. 

June Tth. Procured an example of the Grey Tit (Parus 
cinereus), and also took a nest of Turtur meena, Sykes [T. ru- 
picola, Pallas.—J.C.], from alow willow tree. Found several 

* [Probably not separable from P. minor, L.—J. C.] 


Cashmere and the Dras District. — . 223 


nests of Lanius erythronotus; near one I perceived the old 
bird eating a young Sparrow, which had been well able to fly. 
Jerdon, on the authority of Mr. Phillips, saysthis Shrike never 
attacks birds, only preying on insects. I also found a nest 
of Ofocompsa leucogenys, built, as described by Mr. Hutton 
(Jerdon’s ‘ Birds of India,’ vol. ii. pt. 1, p. 90), of grass, and 
lined with very fine grasses ; it contained five eggs, nearly 
hatched out, of a pale rosy ground, covered with purple and 
clarct-coloured blotches. On an island near Nusseem Bagh 
were several nests of Corvus splendens, built in pollards and 
low mulberry-trees not more than twelve or fifteen feet in 
height; some contained young birds, in others the eggs were 
nearly hatched, and in one only were they fresh laid. 

June 8th. Left for Islamabad. The journey from Srinagar 
takes two days up the Jhelum in boats. Noticed at evening 
large flocks of Merops apiaster flying down from the hills to 
roost in the chunor trees. Saw also a pair of White-tailed 
Eagles (Polioaetus ichthyaetus). 

June 10th. Arrived at Bowun, near Islamabad. Pitched 
the camp in what has been an old garden, as there are stone 
channels forirrigation. The tents are shaded by huge planes ; 
above the garden are two large tanks, lined with masonry, 
and with steps leading to the water; these are full of tame 
fishes, some of which are very big; when you throw food on 
the water the surface becomes immediately packed by a 
dense jostling crowd, as close as if enclosed inanet. Found 
the nest of Tchitrea paradisea in an apple-tree, and disturbed 
the old bird from it, in chestnut plumage with long tail. This 
nest contained four eggs, of a very pale rosy colour, with 
burnt-sienna spots; it was constructed of grass, bound 
together with cobwebs and a small cocoon; the lining was 
of hair and fine roots; a number of crows’ feathers were 
worked into the outside. Numbers of Bec-eaters were hawk- 
ing round the low hills. In the afternoon I walked to the 
ruins of the temple sacred to the sun; the architecture is 
Indo-Grecian, and dates from about 250 s.c. The central 
shrine is surmounted by a cloistered court, with Ionic pillars 
and spaces for windows between ; the walls have niches filled 
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with sculptured figures of Hindoo gods. In the locality saw 
several pairs of Pratincola ferrea haunting the low shrubs. 

June 10th. Saw several pairs of the Drongo Shrike (Bu- 
changa longicaudata), also Sylvia curruca. 

June llth. Noticed Lobivanellus goensis up the Lidur 
valley. 

June 12th. Marched to Atsibul ; here isa nice old garden, 
with a series of tanks and watercourses placed one above the 
other in terraces, the water falling in cascades from one ter- 
race to another; beyond these is a hill covered with hazels 
and deodars, and at the foot a great body of water rushes up 
out of the earth. This is the source of the Jhelum. There 
are some very fine planes in the garden, and my bearers say 
the reason they are so big is that Akbar Shah had them 
irrigated with milk. During the day saw large numbers of 
the Indian Titlark (Anthus rufulus), also several pairs of 
Ceryle rudis. In the garden I shot an example of the pretty 
Ilimalayan Goldfinch (Carduelis caniceps); they are fairly 
common in the valley. In the pines were flocks of the small 
Zosterops palpebrosa. The Stonechat (Pratincola indica) 
is very common, usually sitting on the low bushes or on 
the top of a tree, from which it makes short roving flights. 
Emberiza cia is common all over the valley, and ranges quite 
into Thibet. 

June 11th. Marched to Verenag; on the road I noticed 
several Alpine Swifts hawking along the hill-sides in com- 
pany with the Common Swift. 

June 15th. Obtained an example of Coccystes melanoleucus. 
I had not seen this bird before in the valley, although round 
Umballah it is very common in the hot weather. I also got 
the Large Minivet (Pericrocotus speciosus). The woods here 
swarm with the Black Bulbul (Hypsipetes psaroides) ; these 
fly from tree to tree, chattermg and screaming like Jays. 
Phylloscopus superciliosus is common all over the North-west 
Himalayas, and I saw it beyond Dras; it is very like a 
Willow Wren in its habits, but not so large. I used fre- 
quently to see it in the willow serub along the river-bank. 

June 16th. Went up the hill behind the camp, where I 
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shot Erithacus brunneus. Saw also a pair of Picus hima- 
layanus ; the female is a much smaller bird than the male, 
and with a considerably less powerful bill. 

June 18th. Marched back to Islamabad ; on the way passed 
a large heronry, built on elm trees; there must have been 
seventy or cighty nests, and the trees were covered with 
birds. 

June 25th. Came by boat to Sopur; on the way I again 
took the eggs of the Pheasant-tailed Jacana, and also those 
of Hydrochelidon indica. 

June 28th. Shot a Streaked Laughing Thrush (Trocha- 
lopterum lineatum). 

June 29th. On the march from Baramoula to Rampur 
down the Jhelum valley, noticed several Jays (Garrulus lan- 
ceolatus) ; shot one male bird. 

June 30th. Obtained an example of the Blue-headed Chat 
Thrush (Orecetes cinclorhynchus), the skin of which was 
unfortunately carried off by a dog. I found the Whistling 
Thrush (Myiophoneus temmincki) common in the Jhelum 
valley, also the Blue Magpie (Urocissa flavirostris). 

July \st. Got a bird, which I failed to identify at the 
time, but subsequently found it was Henicwus maculatus *. 
Noticed several Green Hill Pigeons (Sphenocercus sphenurus) . 

July 2nd. Saw to-day, for the first time in the valley, a 
pair of the White- breasted Kingfisher (Halcyon fusca). 

July 4th. At Domel noticed several Black Buntings ( Melo- 
phus melanicterus), also a pair of Cormorants (Graculus carbo) 
fishing in the Jhelum. I am stopping at a pretty dak 
bungalow, built of pine wood and stone—a very superior 
place, as good as you could get at home—situated just below 
where the Krishna-gunga runs into the Jhelum; “ Domel” 
meaning ‘the meeting of the waters.” The thermometer 
here to-day was 90° in the shade. 

July 6th. Shot a White-breasted Blue Woodchat (lanthia 
cyanura), which I unfortunately spoilt in skinning. Noticed 


* (Kindly named fur me by Mr. R. Bowdler Sharpe, of the British 
Museum, to whom I am also indebted for the determination of some other 
species named in this paper.—J. C. ] 
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several Lesser Kestrels (Falco cenchris), but the skin of a 
female which I procured was destroyed by ants. 

July 7th. At Kohala; obtained a female Metoponia 
pusilla, of which I only saw a pair, and this was the only 
time I came across these birds; also Munia undulata. 

July 8th. Diwal. Saw to-day several Bay-backed Shrikes 
(Lanius hardwicki); this species is very common round 
Umballah. The night I came down from Rawal-Pindi by 
rail was one of the hottest known for many years. My 
companion, an old Indian colonel, and I sat at the carriage- 
windows in our night-clothing, not breathing, but gasping 
for air. The ironwork in the carriage was hot at midnight, 
and the water in the lavatory quite warm. The wind swept 
down from the desert hills like the blast from a furnace, the 
country for miles around looking as if covered with snow 
from the salt efflorescence on the surface. 


AVILI.—On the occasional Assumption of the Male Plumage 
by Female Birds. By J. H. Gurney, Jun. 


Joun Ilunrer, the eminent surgeon and anatomist, seems to 
have been the first to bring the subject of female birds occa- 
sionally assuming male plumage before scientific men in this 
country (Phil. Trans. lxx. p. 527*), though something was 
known about it from the time of Aristotlet. To such birds 
Hunter applied the epithet “ monstrous,” and this, inasmuch 
as it awakened the indignation of Mr. John Butter, was the 
means of giving us the researches of the latter in the form of 
a “Supplement,” or reply, to Haunter’s paper (‘Memoirs of 
the Wernerian Soc.’ iii. p. 188). But each of them, while 
clearing up much that was obscure, fell into an error; and 
their errors were what might be expected, when so much yet 
remained to be learnt. Hunter, who had but two species to 
guide him, supposed that the change of plumage only took 
place at an advanced age ; and Butter thought that a Domestic 


* Reprinted, with additions, in the ‘Animal Economy,’ p. 63. 
t Cf. Hist. Anim. lib. ix. c. 36. 


